
 

Merry Christmas! 
December 25, 2015 

 



My Dear Parishioners and All Visitors, 
 
I am so happy that you came to share an important part of your Christmas 
with us.  It is my prayer, and I know of all our deacons and staff, that you 
experience something of the wonder and joy of Christmas in this place.  An 
experience that reflects something of God’s love for all that He created and 
loved it very much.  That love was so great that he shared with us His only 
begotten Son.  St. John, in his gospel, taught that Jesus “is closest to the    
Father’s heart.”  We, too, are invited to that closeness. 
 
As a community of followers of the one born in a manger, it is our desire to 
acknowledge that each and every person is an expression of God.  Just as 
we endeavor to revere God in His Holy Word and in the gift of Eucharist, it 
is our desire to treat all who pass through our doors as children of God.  
 
That is the beginning of our mission.  We are also called to reach out in 
need to those who hunger, are in prison or sick, who have experienced grief 
and loss, the bitterness of marital breakdown.  If you are in pain, you are 
welcome here.  If you are searching in response to an ache in your heart or 
soul, then I hope that St. Theresa’s will be a place that you return to. 
 
If you would like to contact me as Pastor, please do.  
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc 
 
 
With love to you and those that you love, 
 
Fr. Phil Lloyd 
 
 
 

Fr. Phil with some of 
our school children 
after preforming their 
Christmas program. 



 

Scan this QR code with your smartphone  
for quick and easy online giving! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What a journey this year has been! Our family couldn’t be more grateful for all 
the blessings we received from God and the beautiful community at Saint  
Theresa’s. We came to this church as a couple and transformed into a    
Catholic family:  On March 14th we got married at the church; on April 5th we 
received our confirmation after going through the powerful RCIA spiritual    
journey; and on October 25th we celebrated our baby daughter Mila’s baptism. 
So many wonderful and powerful sacraments and blessings came to our life 
since we joined the church! 
 

It is also very important to remember that even though we had so much to  
celebrate, we also went through very difficult times this year. Life is constantly 
changing, and those moments do test your faith. We asked God to help us 
come out of those hard times even stronger, because it is very easy to let go 
and forget the feelings of grace and happiness in moments of tribulation. We 
are extremely grateful for everyone who we met at St Theresa’s, because they 
gave us the tools to be strong, to continue believing, and simply to live in the 
love of God. 
 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Love, 
The Stornant Family 



And the Word became flesh – 
 

This was a year when many people I love – including my beloved 
mother – died. Nothing seems to bring this world and the next 
closer to one another (the veil between the two ever so thin) than 
so much death.  I heard myself and other people of faith talk 
about how much we appreciate and cling to our belief in the   
Communion of Saints and life everlasting – and indeed, I do.  But 
it recently occurred to me (one quiet Advert morning when the 
ache of loss felt almost too much to bear), that aching and longing 
are beautiful reminders of what it is to be human. I ache because 
I loved and was loved deeply.  As much as I look forward to being 
reunited around that heavenly banquet table with those I loved in 
this life, this Christmas I celebrate being known and loved “in the 

flesh.” God believed this human experience of ours was so     
beautiful that he sent his Son to us – “in the flesh” – to be one of 
us.  Jesus’ coming to us in human form reminds me that every 
human encounter is a sure source of grace – and so, I ache.  It is 
sometimes unbearable, sometimes glorious – but always, it is 
filled with grace.   
 

And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and 
we say his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace 
and truth.  John 1: 14      

 

-Sandra Derby 

With Gratitude— 
  

“How can we thank God enough for you, for all the joy we feel before our God on your 
account?”   1 Thessalonians 3: 9 
 

The Kerrigan Family (Neil, 18, Sean, 16, Sonia, 16, Manju and Tony) want to take this 
opportunity to offer our thanks to God and to you, the People of God, St Theresa’s, 
as we approach this holy season of Christmas. 
 

‘Neil, be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit’ – Neil, a senior at Houston Christian 
HS made his confirmation this spring along with his peers from St. Theresa’s.         
Confirmation and the whole process of preparation helped Neil grow in his faith and 
enabled him to share with others.   We are grateful to his sponsor, Andy, to Michael, 
D’Arby and all the staff involved in teaching and ministry. 
 

“Any one of who is ill should send for the elders of the church, and they must anoint 
the sick person with oil in the name of the lord and pray over him.”  James 5:14 
 

We are very grateful for the sacrament of the sick, administered by Father Phil and 
Father Nesti and for the prayers of the parishioners of St. Theresa’s on behalf of Neil 
as he battles cancer.  Your prayers and support along with those of his high school 
community at Houston Christian are a constant source of hope and joy.  Thanks for 
keeping Sean and Sonia in your prayers too. 



The year 2015 completely changed my life. It was the year I became a Catholic. I hadn't expected 
to... it wasn't planned.  One moment I had zero interest in becoming a Catholic, and the next I was 
absolutely certain it was EXACTLY what I wanted to do. It seemed as sudden as someone turning a 
light on.  In the end my conversion was the answer to a lifelong prayer and a lifetime of longing and 
searching for God in all the wrong places. 
 

I had been to many Masses with my cradle-Catholic husband, Mark, but I never particularly enjoyed 
it.  The music was unfamiliar, the homilies too short, I never knew whether to stand to pray or sit to 
sing, and everyone had to squeeze by me when they went for communion. Frankly, I just did not  
relate and usually couldn't wait for it to be over.  Most Sundays I went to my Baptist church, where I 
could arrive late, sit in a pew in the back, and sneak out on the first note of the last song. I didn't know 
a single person, but I went because the preacher talked about God.  And I did love to hear about 
God.  Mark went to Mass by himself. I knew we should be worshipping next to each other, and I 
prayed often that one day one of us would have a conversion of faith. I just hoped it would be him. 
 

But God had other plans. One Sunday morning in March, I felt a strong, silent internal "nudge" to go 
to church with Mark.  So I did.  It is a day I will not forget. It happened to be the third Sunday of Lent. 
The Samaritan woman was at the well, and Jesus was saying to her “whoever drinks the water I shall 
give will never thirst”.  The choir was singing “If today you hear His voice, harden not your hearts,” 
and tears began streaming from my eyes! I cried during the entire Mass! A few days later I made an 
appointment with Father Phil and told him I wanted to become a Catholic. I have never looked back. 
 

I was put into RCIA, as was required to become a Catholic. It was a 9 month commitment, and I  
admit I felt a bit of resentment at being told I had to attend classes to join a church, but as it turned 
out, those days were some of the most beautiful days of the year, and the formation we received 
ignited a fire in our souls. 
 

One of the most life-altering classes I remember was when we were told that we are all called to be 
holy...Wow! Who knew? I had never been told that in my Protestant upbringing. Holiness was      
reserved for God and Jesus. I knew then that I had much work to do—or more accurately God had 
much work to do if I was ever going to be an inkling of what holiness looked like. On another Sunday 
we watched videos of the lives of 3 saints. I think the entire class walked away feeling filthy and     
disgusting….like the sinners we are....perfect!  We were all coming to know just how badly we    
needed Jesus. 
 

When it was over I didn't want to leave. In fact none of us did, and some still haven't. It was that 
class, Ginger's love and devotion, and those extraordinary and wonderful teachers that unlocked the 
power of the Lord in my life. It was in RCIA that I discovered it was not enough just to want to be a 
Catholic; it was our hearts that needed conversion. Without RCIA, going to Mass would have been 
like attending a wedding ceremony performed in a language I did not know for a bride and groom I 
had never met. 
 

One day my granddaughter told me that someone had told her Catholics don't believe in Jesus. I told 
her about the Eucharist. And since it happened to be adoration Tuesday I took my grandchildren into 
the church to see Him. All four of my small grandchildren fell on their knees and prayed. We spent the 
rest of that day talking about Jesus, making sandwiches for Casa Juan Diego, and at night we sang 
along to the Chaplet of Divine Mercy before saying prayers and going to sleep.  It was a day unlike 
any before, and I was grateful to have an opportunity to share my new faith with my grandchildren. 
 

For the first time in my life I can say I have a relationship, an actual friendship, with Jesus. Something 
I never had or understood as a Protestant. I have come to know that He walks with me and His Holy 
Spirit works in me, and I am changed. I cannot watch the same shows, say the same words, look at 
people the same way with Him next to me. And I pray that He will keep changing me. That with the 
Grace of God, this faith journey might one day take me a tiny bit closer to holiness. 
 

Blessings to all and Merry Christmas!    -Nancy Cochran 



Last year in the days leading up to Christmas, I was of the impression that Christmas 

2014 would be a fantastic experience and a life milestone to build on.  My wife, 

Kelly, and I had recently been married.  We welcomed celebrating our first        

Christmas together.  Following an exciting year, we planned to enjoy the peaceful 

moments of Christmas Eve, absent of any distractions.  We agreed to a minimal   

exchange of gifts, if anything.  The two of us would spend our remaining down-time 

to reflect back and begin planning our life going forward.   
 

Then, upon arriving home from work on December 23, my lovely wife was already 

home sitting in front of the fireplace – she had a look on her face that struck me as 

curious, for lack of a better    description.  I went upstairs to change clothes and 

came back down to put on my shoes.  Kelly delivered an early Christmas gift – she 

announced she was pregnant.  My goodness!  This was    absolutely the best surprise 

gift I could ever imagine!  Christmas came, and I floated with the angels in the 

heavens above for the next week!  (Yes – children are loved before they are born!) 
 

This year, the Christmas experience will indeed be even better than last year.  Kelly 

delivered my gift four months ago - a beautiful little package, our daughter, Alexia 

Catherine.  (It is not an exaggeration to claim we wake up to Christmas every day 

since Alexia entered our lives.)  We feel so truly blessed to have encountered one of 

God’s miracles firsthand through the birth and early growth of a child.   Alexia      

suddenly transformed us into a family. 
 

Ironically, the drop in crude oil prices throughout 2015 was one of the best things 

that ever happened.  The impact was that projects I was managing were            

cancelled.  The consequence was the opportunity to be home for the first ten weeks 

of Alexia’s life.  During that period, I observed her development, literally on a daily 

basis.  It was amazing as she began to reveal her personality.  I was able to witness 

that incredible bond between a newborn and mother.  Another of His miracles, as 

far as I am concerned.  What more could a first-time father ask for? (For the record, 

Kelly is a wonderful Mother!) 
 

Following Alexia’s Baptism in mid-November, a new and exciting role in the energy 

industry meant I had to leave home each day.  Yet, it has certainly caused me to 

step back and reflect… my perspective on so many levels has changed                  

significantly. 
 

As any new parent may attest, the amount of love you have for a child is boundless.  

I had not been aware that I had the capacity to love anything so much.  To feel 

that love grow stronger every day is powerful.  It is extremely humbling to            

comprehend that my mother and father demonstrated an identical capacity to 

love, and welcomed each of my siblings and myself as Kelly and I had Alexia.     

Certainly, my appreciation for my own parents – and their parents, and so on - has 

deepened.   That notion applies to parents and children and families everywhere.   

Many, many times I have heard relatives, friends, neighbors, colleagues make the 

statement, “Raising a child is the most rewarding experience you will ever have.”  

Boy, is that ever starting to make sense now!  Kelly and I are excited – the               

experience is only beginning.   
 

Life events which materialized between Christmas 2014 and Christmas 2015 have 

reinforced the belief that God has a plan.  It is His plan and it is up to me to be ready 

to embrace it and carry it out.  And, for the record once again, I have to do my part 

as a husband and father to fulfill my obligation.   My Christmas wish is that next year 

goes by much more slowly – I want to further reflect and enjoy all of my gifts,         

especially my wife and daughter. 

        -Chris Woelfel 



I find it remarkably difficult to share my life altering journey for you in 300 
words or less, but my journey began the year that I decided to let God lead 
my life.  
 
Since childhood, I had what I had always considered a strong connection to 
the Lord.  I was raised in a Protestant denomination and attended church 
regularly.  As an adult, I assumed my journey would continue down the same 
familiar path.  Until I met my husband and started coming to St Theresa with 
him, I never knew that anything was missing from my spiritual life… 
 
I was drawn into the Mass almost immediately.  I was intrigued by the      
mystery and the tradition, and I found myself wanting to come back every 
Sunday.  After a year of back and forth in my own mind, I began considering 
converting to Catholicism.  
 
I had so many questions…Some of my failure to understand important 
truths stemmed from pride, but some originated from the fear of admitting 
that I was looking for something more.  I read book after book, article after 
article for months, hoping I could find what I was looking for. 
 
But God continued to speak to me and continued to lead me in the direction 
of RCIA.  I realized I couldn’t make myself Catholic through the acquisition of 
religious knowledge.  I had to open my heart and let God do his work.  
 
RCIA was an incredible experience.  There are no 
words to describe it.  On Easter of this year, I was 
finally able to receive the sacraments of                 
Confirmation and First Communion.  My soul, my 
life, my marriage, my entire purpose was 
changed on that day.  I felt as if I had finally 
found what I was searching for—the fullness of 
the truth.  I discovered in the Catholic Church, 
and through my journey, centuries of theology, 
prayer, philosophy and   sanctity.  I am entirely 
convinced that Catholicism is the fullness of the     
Christian faith.  I am changed forever, body and 
soul, and I thank God each day for leading me 
through this journey.  I will be a better wife,     
better mother, better Christian because of it. 
 
-Lauren Tisius 



Christmas Flowers 
This year’s Christmas flowers were donated in memory of: 
 

Frank Garcia and Enrique B. Garcia, by Mr. Francisco Garcia 
Joe and Hellen Twardowski and Stanley Twardowski, by Daniel Twardowski 
Pamela Ann Slade, by Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Slade 
John and Sally Gonzales, by Janet Gonzales 
Frank Waters, by Ms. Patricia Waters 
Mary Bourgeios and Valmin Brignac, by Chase and Camila Brignac 
Robert P. McFall, George McFall, Christine Urbaniak, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Urbaniak, 
Mr. & Mrs. George & Mary McFall, Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Helen Mueser, Loraine  
Urbaniak, Bud Stadelman, and Mr. & Mrs. Francis Urbaniak, John A. Marshall, and 
John and Flora Lee Marshall, by Robert J. McFall and John and Mary Jo Marshall 
Carl Crayton, Evelyn Pechota, Helen and Raymond Plawacki, and Jane Behm,  
by Jackie Bohr 
Mary & Ernest Mason, Lawrence Mason, Dorothy & Eugune Gardner, Marclino  
Sebilio, and Buddy Grimm, by Edward Mason 
Ed & Maggie Heilman, Edith Collins, and Leonita Heilman, by Mr & Mrs Orman Wilson 
Tony & Frances Listi and Anton & Maggie Wisnoski, by Sam and Juliette Listi 
Dennis J. O'Connor and Bryan Gentle, by Kathleen D. O’Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugo Plagens, Steven Eric Rogers, and Sister Effie Jean Preddy, SFCC,  
by Sr. Rosanne Plagens 
 
And in honor of: 
 

Josephine McFall, by Robert J. McFall and John and Mary Jo Marshall 
 
And also by: 
 

John & Patti Veltri, Mr. & Mrs. Roland Martinez, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hofer, Sr.,  
James & Angelica Wright , Charles & Sheila Goldstein, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Figueroa, 
Mrs. Kathleen Kaminsky, Mr. Joseph Tauriello, Mr. & Mrs. Edwin J. Roland, 
Eric & Claire Heumann, Mrs. Margery Gray, Mr. Joe Cano, Jr. , Mr. & Mrs. Esteban 
Salgado, Ms. Brenda J. Mabry, Mr. & Mrs. Andy D. Erich, Ms. Chastity Brinkman,  
Robert & Shelley Schick, Mr. & Mrs. Max Ognowski, and Mrs. Rose Dupree. 
 
Thank you all for your generosity! 

Please Note:  The church office is closed for Christmas and will reopen  
at 8 am on Monday, January 4.  Someone will be in the church office to 

assist you December 28—30, from 10 am—2 pm. 
 

On Saturday, December 26, and Saturday, January 2, 
there will be no confessions before the 5:30 pm Mass. 

 

On Monday and Tuesday, December 28-29, and on Monday and Tuesday, 
January 4-5, a Communion Service will take place of Mass at 7 am. 



 
 

Baptism 
Contact Ginger Tamborello or visit 
our website for more  information. 

 
First Communion & Reconciliation 

Contact Terra Herce or visit our  
website for more information. 

 
Matrimony 

Application for Annulment 
Contact Patrick Miral or visit our 
website for more information. 

 

 
 
 

 
Confirmation 

Contact Ginger Tamborello or visit 
our website for more  information.  

 
Reconciliation 

Saturday 
4 pm-5 pm 
Thursday 

5:30 pm-6:15 pm 
 
 

 

Sacraments 

Mass Schedule 
after Christmas Day 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Saturday, December 26, 5:30 pm 

Sunday, December 27, 8 am, 10 am, 11:30 in Spanish, 5:30 pm 

 

Feast of Mary, Holy Mother of God 
Friday, January 1, 12:10 pm 

 
Epiphany of the Lord 
Saturday, January 2, 5:30 pm 

Sunday, January 3, 8 am, 10 am 11:30 am in Spanish, 5:30 pm 
 

Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday, January 9, 5:30 pm 

Sunday, January 10, 8 am, 10 am, 11:30 am in Spanish, 5:30 pm 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Annie and 
Doug  

Raburn 
 

  
Selling bungalows to mansions 

in and around Houston  
for the last 20 years. 

  
713.826.7569 

araburn@marthaturner.com 

TATUM & MONTGOMERY, CPAs 
4545 Post Oak Place, Ste. 300 

 

Serving Small Businesses and  

Individuals since 1976 
 

Henry Nguyen, C.P.A. 
 

713-622-2960       hdn824@gmail.com 

  
 

 

Anne E. Kennedy 

Attorney at Law 
 

Immigration 

Family Law 

Criminal Law 

Civil Law 
 

 

Se habla español 

539 Heights Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77007 

 

phone   713.869.2305 
cell        713.862.8110 

 
 

     aek-law.com  
 

www.lazosproperties.com                                                        

DIANA CADIEUX , REALTOR® 
(281) 804-2270       

    

Dianahomefinder@gmail.com 
  

You will be my top priority! 

Hableme si busca casa. 



   

 

 

 

If you are interested in advertising in 
our bulletin, please contact  

Kathy Corbett at k.corbett@sttheresa.cc 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Nifty Cleaners 
 

5901 Washington Ave. 
 

713-868-2210 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Houston Police 
For Emergency/Life Threatening Calls: 
911 
Non-Emergency Calls: 713- 884-3131 
www.houstonpolice.org 
Domestic Violence 
The Bridge Over Troubled Waters 
24 Hour Hotline: 713-473-2801 
www.thebridgeovertroubledwaters.org 

Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 
713-661–4200 
www.na.org 
Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA) 
713- 405-1142 
www.houstonsaa.org 

 
 

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.) 
Catholic Charities:  
713-526-4611 
www.catholiccharities.org 
Families of Addicts 
Al-Anon Family Groups 
713-683-7227 
www.al-anon.alateen.org 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 
713-686-6300 
www.aa.org 
Overeaters Anonymous (OA)  
713-973-6633 
www.oahouston.org  

HELPFUL NUMBERS 



 
www.StTheresa.cc 

6622 Haskell, Houston, TX 77007  
Phone: 713-869-3783 Fax: 713-869-3784 

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  
11:30 am (Spanish), 5:30 pm 

 

Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 7 am, 
Thursday at 6:30 pm  

 

Holy Day Masses: 7 am, 12:10 pm, & 6:30 pm 

Pastor:  Fr. Phil Lloyd, ext. 312 
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc 

Deacons  
Deacon Larry Vaclavik  
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc 

Deacon Francis Tse 
deaconfrancis@sttheresa.cc 

Deacon Bill Wilson 
deaconbillwilson@gmail.com 
 
 

SCHOOL STAFF 
 

Principal 
Melissa Ilski ext. 320 
melissa.ilski@sttheresa.cc 
 

Dean of Students 
Carman West, ext. 317 
carman.west@sttheresa.cc 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Rhonda Lastovica, ext. 321 
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc 
 

Advancement Director, Church & School 
Kurt Kleeman, ext. 314 
k.kleeman@sttheresa.cc 
 
 

PARISH RESOURCES AND STAFF 

 

Development 
Enrique Benitez, ext. 315 
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc 
 
Pastoral Associate 
Matrimony or Application for Annulment 
Patrick Miral, ext. 310 
p.miral@sttheresa.cc 

 

Pastoral Manager  /Director of Music and Liturgy 
Kathy Corbett, ext. 311 
k.corbett@sttheresa.cc 
 

Finance Manager, Church and School  
Cherie Hernandez,  ext. 305 
c.hernandez@StTheresa.cc 
 

Church and School Finance 
Lidia Chapple, ext. 333 
lidia.chapple@sttheresa.cc 
Yen Fite, ext. 329 
yen.fite@sttheresa.cc 
Johanna Bransford, ext. 309 
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc 
 
 

Director of Adult Education / Hospitality 
Ginger Tamborello, ext. 306 
g.tamborello@sttheresa.cc 
 

Faith Formation / Student Ministry 
Adrian Leal, ext. 308 
youthministry@sttheresa.cc 
Faith Formation / Elementary 
Terra Herce, ext. 308 
t.herce@sttheresa.cc 
 

Early Childhood Center Director 
Cindy Clements, ext. 338 
c.clements@sttheresa.cc 
 
 

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant 
Deandra Mackey, ext. 301 
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc 
 

Maintenance Supervisor 
Andras Bandi, ext. 302 
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc 


