FOURTH SUNDAY OF ﬁduent

MEMORIAL PARK
all are welcome.
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My Dear Parishioners,

How wonderful to hear again of
eternal plan of salvation. Perhaps it is not again that we hear it

but instead, anew, as St.Joseph is often a forgotten character in
the Advent story. His first response on hearing that Mary was to
have a baby was to comply with religious rules of his time and
divorce her. The story unfolds by Joseph having a dream where
he was told onot to be afraid
your home. é Matthew 1:20.

Which of us is not fearful as a new situation emerges,

especially when it is one that might well drastically change our

life forever? | am remembering one of my favorite quotes by a
medi eval Domi ni ca Meister Eckh:f
again in us i f Christmas is to
Change is fearful as it means moving from a position of

knowing, to one of not knowing and in doing so, trusting.

Marianne Burke puts it well when she said:
oln the context of Advent we
ounborndé or unexperienced pote
at-one-ment with God. It is as if in answering the inner voice of
the Baptist, the angel, the virgin, we come to hear our own voice
and in doing so accept o
Advent and Psychic Birth, p. 147.

My prayer is that we will hear the voice of authenticity, the voice
of those that have gone before us in faith and celebrate a birth
for ourselves, one that will allow us, like St.Joseph, to follow our
own dreams and reach our potential that is God given.

If you are away for Christmas | hope that you have a wonderful
time and return safe.

With Advent Blessings,
Fr. Phil




Online Giving is an easy and flexible way to manage your donations to
St. Theresa to make one-time or recurrent donations.
There are several ways to access our online giving page:
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Download a free QR code reader to E
your phone such as
QR Code Reader, Sc
and scan the image on the right:

[=]

You can also go directly on your smart phone or tablet to:

Use our electronic kiosk located in the Church Narthex, and swipe
your credit or debit card directly.

Desktop users can login to our website www.sttheresa.cc, click
on the 0Givingd button on the
select o0Donationsé.
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Please remember the parish with a special end of the year
financial gift. Our Finance Office can assist you in different ways
and options of giving. As always, thank you for your faithful and

generous support of our parish and the work of ministry.




Womends Club Breakfast| Tacc
TODAY after masses all in the Fellowship Hall

Taco menu:
Potato
Chorizo
Sausage & Ham
with complimentary drinks.

Our altar fl owers this w
Pat Lero in memory of

Join the St. Theresa Flower Team!

Our flower team needs assistance with the following:
Pick-up & processing fresh flowers.
Floral design & set-up for flower sponsorships.

Placement & maintenance of flowering plants for
Christmas & Easter.
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Contact Pinky Concepcion for more info: pd_concepcion@yahoo.com



mailto:pd_concepcion@yahoo.com

MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 Christmas Day, Dec. 25

5:30fi Mass 10 ami Mass, Nativity of the Lord
9 pmfi Choir Christmas Concert
10 pmii Christmas Eve Mass

OFor a child is born to us, a
They name him We@denselor, Gdero, Fath€&ror ev e r Pri
- Isaiah 9:5
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St. Theresa Church Office: closed from Dec. 22 (at noon) to Jan. 2.
Returning to the regular schedule on
uesday, Jan. 3.

St. Theresa Catholic School: students will be off from Dec. 16

CORRECTION (at noon) to Jan. 2. Returning to
their regular schedule on Tuesday,
Jan. 3.

St. Theresa Early Childhood Center: closed from Dec. 23
(at noon)to Dec. 26. Returning
to their regular schedule on
Tuesday, Dec. 27.
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Fundraiser g

Update (®

The Viking Cup Golf Tournament was a great success! We had 72 golfers and
were able to collect over $12,000. Congratulations to the winning team of the
2016 Viking Cup: Jerry Michael Acosta, Jason Martinez, Juan Guerra, and J.B.
Bobbit. G

#LittleFlowerDay #GivingTuesday, held on Tuesday, November 29th, which
helped our school to continue to Fund the Mission of St. Theresa was a great
success. During that day we collected $3,850! As of today we have received

83 donations and 4 pledges to Fund the Mission of St. Theresa adding up to

$59,327.72. We st i || have a | ong way to
I f youdd Ilike to partner wit

http://www.sttheresaschool.cc/fund  -the-mission. We need your support!

Total Raised -

TEQ 277 T2
e L =

Gifts 83 [ $hh 66T 72
fromn 74 Constituent(s)
Pledges 4 /53,920 ($3.660)

(balance) from 4 Constituentis)
L L

fi




STUDENTS

5K RUN/WALK

You can register now to Steps for Students.

Come and join St. Theresaf Houston team!
Registration: $15 -Includes Timing Chip- ($25 after Feb. 1)!
Register at www.steps4students.org .

Make sure you register under St. Theresa d Houston.
For more information or if you have any questions contact:
Enrique Benitez @ e.benitez@sttheresa.cc.

Dear parishioners and friends, we need your help to gather
auction items for our Gala. :
Wedre | ooking for: uni gue exper.
events or sports memorabilia and tickets, dining experiences
; and restaurant gift cards, jewelry and more.
¢ If this is something you are able to assist us with, please contact:
; Enrique Benitez at: e.benitez@sttheresa.cc.
Help us make this event a big success!
Volunteer opportunities to help are also open.

Reserve your Gala Table Seats By Visiting:
http://bidpal.net/blackandwhitegala
Use the promo code: TENOFF

10% discount valid on table purchases only
Valid until February 10, 2017
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