29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 16, 2016

Power of Prayer

In the parable of the persistent widow (Luke 18:1-8), a poor, powerless
person (the widow) persists in nagging a corrupt, powerful person (the
judge) to do justice for her. The parable assumes John the Baptist’s
teaching that holding a position of power and leadership obligates you to
work justly, especially on behalf of the poor and weak. But Jesus focuses
the parable on a different point, that we are “to pray always and to not
lose heart” (Luke 18:1). He identifies the hearers , us, with the woman,
and the prayed-to person, God, with the corrupt judge, a strange
combination. Assuming that Jesus doesn’t mean that God is corrupt, the
point must be that if persistence pays off with a corrupt human of limited
power, how much more will it pay off with a just God of infinite power.
The purpose of the parable is to encourage us to persevere in their faith
against all odds. But it also has two applications for those who work in
positions of leadership. First, the juxtaposition of a corrupt judge with a
just God implies that God’s will is at work even in a corrupt world. The
judge’s job is to do justice, and by God, he will do justice by the time the
widow is finished with him. Elsewhere, the Bible teaches that the civil
authorities serve by God’s authorization, whether they acknowledge it or
not (John 19:11; Romans 13:1; 1 Peter 2:13). So there is hope that even in
the midst of systemic injustice, justice may be done. A Christian leader’s
job is to work toward that hope at all times. We cannot right every wrong
in the world in our lifetimes. But we must never give up hope, and never
stop working for the greater good in the midst of the imperfect systems
where our work occurs. Legislators, for example, seldom have a choice of
voting for a good bill versus a bad bill. Usually the best they can do is to
vote for bills that do more good than bad. But they must continually look
for opportunities to bring bills to a vote that do even less harm and even
more good.
The second point is that only God can bring about justice in a corrupt
world. That is why we must pray and not give up in our work. God can
bring miraculous justice in a corrupt world, just as God can bring
miraculous healing in a sick world. Suddenly, the Berlin wall opens, the
apartheid regime crumbles, peace breaks out. In the parable of the
persistent widow, God does not intervene. The widow’s persistence alone
leads the judge to act justly. But Jesus indicates that God is the unseen
actor. “Will not God grant justice for his chosen ones who cry to him day
and night?” (Luke 18:7).
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Download a free QR code reader to your phone such as
“QR Scanner, QR Code Reader, Scan Barcode Pro”
and scan the image below:

You can also go directly on your smart phone or tablet to:
www.sttheresa.cc/give
You can also login on your desktop computer to our website
www.sttheresa.cc, click on the “Giving” button on the top green
navigation bar and select “Donations”. Thank you!

Stewardship
Collection Count for:

September 2016

YTD Fiscal Period
Starting July 1,
2016

Anonymous Cash

$

14,584.78

461 Known Donors

$

86,475.62

Total Received

$ 101,060.40

$

310,214.74

Budget

$

98,497.28

$

307,588.41

Overage/(Shortage)

$

2,563.12

$

2,626.33

Grieving the Loss of a Loved One?
What is your response when you are confronted with death? A natural
part of life, death is unpredictable and can turn our lives around.
Taking the time to mourn the loss is the pathway to healing, and
talking with others can help put things into perspective. Through
lecture and discussion we will explore: the phases of the grieving
process, what gets stirred up, how we get stuck and what it takes to
unhinge the resistances in order to find a new beginning.
If you are interested, please join us Tuesdays:
October 18, 25 & November 1, 8 at 7 pm in the Church Office.
Mary Ann Miller, LCSW - a therapist in private practice in Houston,
will be leading this ministry. If you have questions you may call
Mary Ann at 281-468-2315.

First Reconciliation
and
First Eucharist
Our sacramental preparation program
for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist will begin soon.
Our first session, led by Dr. Suzanne Nawrocki, will be held on
Wednesday, October 26, at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Children must be in 2nd grade or older and must be in their second
year of Faith Formation OR must be in their second year of
religion classes in Catholic School.
* 2 sessions before Christmas will be on Reconciliation.
To register online, please visit:
http://www.sttheresa.cc/reconciliation-first-eucharist.
You may also register in person in the church office.
For more information, please contact Deandra Mackey at
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc.

Fatherhood Conference
The Best Fathers on Earth!
Come explore the great adventure of fatherhood
in this two part series taking place on
Thursdays: Oct. 20 & 27 @ 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
- Check out the description of your vocation as a husband and father.
- Explore practical ways of becoming a better husband and father.
- Tips on how to effectively live the Christian life in the home.
- Achieve a more in depth knowledge to balancing work and life.
Registration is free, call the church office to sign up.
For more information, please contact: Albert Chincuanco
at albert.chincuanco@gmail.com.

If you would like to submit an announcement for our bulletin,
please send it to: bulletin@sttheresa.cc.

St. Theresa’s 6th Annual Bread Broken and Shared
“Our motto at St. Theresa is ‘All are Welcome.’ I have felt
welcomed since I first started attending Mass at St. Theresa, but it
has definitely taken on a new meaning for me since we started the
annual tradition of Bread Broken and Shared. Every year I have been
welcomed into someone’s home for a meal, conversation, and
fellowship. It has always made for an enjoyable evening, but most
importantly, it has given me the chance to get to know others in the
community. I love to look around the pews when I am at Mass and not
just see familiar faces, but people I have gotten to know at one of
these evenings. I would like to encourage all of you to consider
signing up this year to either host a meal or attend a meal at someone else’s home. Whether you are new to the parish or have been
here a while, it will be an enriching and worthwhile experience.”
–Ann Bixby
Please join your fellow parishioners in their homes for supper & an
evening of faith & fellowship in the spirit & season of Thanksgiving.
NAME: ____________________________________
PHONE #: ________ - _________ - ______________
EMAIL: _____________________________@___________.COM
Are you interested IN HOSTING? (Y/N) _____________
Number of guests in your party (adults/children):________
Please indicate the evening you wish to participate (circle):
NOV. 4TH (F)

NOV. 5TH (SAT)

NOV. 6TH (SUN)

NOV. 7TH (M)

NOV. 8TH (TUE)
NOV. 9TH (WED)

NOV 10TH (TH)

NOV. 11TH (F)

NOV 12TH (SAT)

NOV 13TH (SUN)
*Please deposit this page in the Vestibule Box marked
“BREAD BROKEN” to ensure your participation.
For more information, please contact Ginger Tamborello at
g.tamborello@sttheresa.cc.

Interfaith Activities with Congregation Brith Shalom
“We owe special gratitude to God for the dramatic transformation
that has taken place over the last 50 years in the relationship
between Christians and Jews…Indifference and opposition have turned
into cooperation and goodwill. From enemies and strangers, we have
become friends and brothers…” – Pope Francis
In this spirit we are privileged to have the opportunity to unite with
our Jewish Brothers and Sisters at Congregation Brith Shalom
(4610 Bellaire Boulevard, Bellaire TX 77401)
for some amazing interfaith events.
Please Save The Date:
“Ruach Service” Friday November 11 – An evening of shared
moving experience of worship, meal, and discussion on the
themes of Thanksgiving, Gratitude, and Generosity. This is a
beautiful way to end the “work” week to welcome in the
Sabbath – day of rest, from 6:15 pm—9:15 pm.
“Mitzvah-Mercy Day” Sunday November 20 – A day of
collective service work in the Houston area ending in
a shared dinner together from 5 pm to 7 pm.
Coming soon there will be a way to sign up online for various
service projects throughout the day.
RSVP to Patrick Miral at p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Reciting the Rosary with the Knights of Columbus
Throughout centuries, the rosary has been a most
effective means in preventing wars, healing the sick,
and defeating heresies, among other concerns and
needs. In this time of national and international
challenges and many personal concerns, there is no
better time to recite the rosary.
Join members of the St. Theresa Knights of Columbus
in reciting of rosary each Friday at 6:45 am prior to the
7:00 am Mass.
Knights of Columbus 12866

September Baptisms
Emilia Fernandez Duarte
Tyler Joseph Vanveghel
Hunter Patrick Kokes
Richard Arinze Onuba
Edward Odera Onuba
Diego Gonzalez
Patrick Brickley Morrissey
Congratulations!

September Weddings
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

&
&
&
&

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

John and Lesly Holden
Adam and Angela Curley
John and Jessica Creamer
David and Stephanie Foster

Congratulations!

Our pedestal flowers this weekend were donated
in memory of Jimmy Gray by Margery Gray.
Our altar flowers this weekend were donated
in memory of Sr. Patricia A. Burke, RC
by Religious of the Sacred Heart.

Matching Gift Programs

Does your company offer a Matching Gift Program? Matching gift
programs are when a company will match, usually dollar for dollar,
a monetary donation made by an employee to a nonprofit. For example,
if an employee of NRG donates $500 to St. Theresa, then NRG will
match that gift, resulting in a total donation of $1,000. Some
organizations would restrict contributions to religious organizations,
but will allow them for education; our school would qualify for that
category! It isn’t just NRG, visit www.sttheresaschool.cc/matching-gifts
for a list of some of the companies that have matching programs.
You can double the impact of your contribution! Find out more about
the matching program of your employer and register St. Theresa on their
database. If you need help or more information, please contact
Enrique Benitez at e.benitez@sttheresa.cc.

Steps for Students registration is open!
Visit http://steps4students.org/register/ and be one of the first runners
to register! Get in Steps Spirit and help the organizers to design
the event shirt! Visit www.steps4students.org to download the 2017
T-Shirt Design Contest and for more information regarding the race.
For questions please contact Enrique Benitez at
e.benitez@stttheresa.cc.

Helpful Numbers
Houston Police
For Emergency/Life Threatening Calls:
911
Non-Emergency Calls: 713- 884-3131
www.houstonpolice.org
Domestic Violence
The Bridge Over Troubled Waters
24 Hour Hotline: 713-473-2801
www.thebridgeovertroubledwaters.org
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)
713-661–4200
www.na.org
Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA)
713- 405-1142
www.houstonsaa.org

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.)
Catholic Charities:
713-526-4611
www.catholiccharities.org
Families of Addicts
Al-Anon Family Groups
713-683-7227
www.al-anon.alateen.org
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
713-686-6300
www.aa.org
Overeaters Anonymous (OA)
713-973-6633
www.oahouston.org

Like Us on Facebook!
Joe Cano, Realtor
950 Corbindale Rd., Ste. 100
Houston, TX 77024
m: 281-785-5132 o: 713-461-9393

e: joe.cano@kw.com

Call Mario for all your
insurance needs!
346-701-0370
Mario@MarioRamirezIntegra.com
www.MarioRamirezIntegra.com

Our official Facebook page is up
and running!
www.facebook.com/
StTheresaMemorialPark
You can also access the page
from St. Theresa’s home page:
www.sttheresa.cc
Make sure you Like us and visit
for more about
happenings in our community.

Annie and Doug
Raburn
Selling bungalows to mansions
in and around Houston
for the last 20 years.

713.826.7569
araburn@marthaturner.com

TATUM & MONTGOMERY, CPAs
4545 Post Oak Place, Ste. 300
Serving Small Businesses and
Individuals since 1976

Henry Nguyen, C.P.A.
713-622-2960

hdn824@gmail.com

5110 Buffalo Speedway, Ste. 202
Houston, Texas 77005
713.524.3700 ǁ 832.724.6968
Gretchen Penny, Owner
www.awomanswork.com
gpenny@awomanswork.com

Nifty Cleaners
5901 Washington Ave.
713-868-2210

If you are interested in advertising in
our bulletin, please contact
Kathy Corbett at k.corbett@sttheresa.cc
Thank you for your support!

Sacraments
Baptism
Contact Ginger Tamborello or visit
our website for more information.
First Communion & Reconciliation
Contact Deandra Mackey or visit our
website for more information.
Matrimony
Application for Annulment
Contact Patrick Miral or visit our
website for more information.

Confirmation
Contact Deandra Mackey or visit our
website for more information.
Reconciliation
Saturday
4 pm-5 pm
Thursday
5:30 pm-6:15 pm

The Week Ahead...
Monday, October 17
7:00 am Mass
6:30 pm Meditation Prayer Group, Mary Chapel
7:00 pm Book Club, Brides Room

Tuesday, October 18
7:00 am
7:30 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Mass
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Camp Logan, Fellowship Hall
Grief Ministry, Church Office

Wednesday, October 19
7:00 am
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:15 pm

Mass
JAM Children’s Choir, Church
Women’s Encounter, FH Lounge
Godparent Class
Spanish Prayer Group, Brides Room
Legión de María, Sacristy
Choir Rehearsal, Church Choir Loft
Men’s AA, Fellowship Hall

Thursday, October 20
7:00 am
7:30 am
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Mass
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Reconciliation & Mass
RCIA Dinner/Class, Fellowship Hall
Fatherhood Presentation, FH Lounge
Men’s Encounter, FH Board Room

Friday, October 21
6:45 am Rosary for Peace and Respect for Life
7:00 am Mass

Saturday, October 22
4:00 pm Reconciliation
5:30 pm Mass

Sunday, October 23
8:00 am Mass
8:30 am RCIA, Church Office
10:00 am Mass
11:00 am Open House, Fellowship Hall
11:15 am Sunday by Sunday, Brides Room
11:30 am Spanish Mass
1:30 pm Natural Family Planning, Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm HS Faith Formation, Church Office
5:30 pm Mass

Rosary for Peace and
Respect for Life
Oct 14 & 21—Robert Braun
Oct 28 & Nov 4—Kuno Trostmann III

Mass Intentions
Saturday, October 15
5:30 PM Edward & Christine Bench †
Lena Dichero †
Sunday, October 16
8:00 AM Frances & Clem Bilski †
10:00 AM Pro-Populo (Parishioners)
11:30 AM Johnnie Aguilar †
5:30 PM Daum Family
Martinez Family
Garcia Family
Murphy Family
Aguiar Family
Monday, October 17
7:00 AM Sam Dennis †
Tuesday, October 18
7:00 AM Helen Smith †
Wednesday, October 19
7:00 AM Julian Grasley †
8:05 AM Pamela J. Raymond †
Thursday, October 20
7:00 AM Dorothy Kainer †
6:30 PM Garza-Gomez Family
Ibarrola-Todd Family
Ramos Family
Friday, October 21
7:00 AM Francisco Amador Munoz †
Saturday, October 22
5:30 PM Nunzie & Jeanette Loria †
Sunday, October 23
8:00 AM Mary Odums †
10:00 AM Pro-Populo (Parishioners)
11:30 AM Stevenson Family
Mulvilhill Family
5:30 PM Josephine Carbone †
Reba Catanese †

Next Week’s Reader
and EMHC Schedule
Saturday, October 15
5:30 pm (Team 1)
Mike Kidder
Glenda Dunn
Sunday, October 16
8:00 am (Team 3)
Leonard Nowak
Sandy Nowak
10:00 am (Team 2)
Dan Ramsier
Blanche D’Souza
5:30 pm (Team 2)
Austin Muck
Stacey Kovar

www.StTheresa.cc
6622 Haskell, Houston, TX 77007
Phone: 713-869-3783 Fax: 713-869-3784
Pastor: Fr. Phil Lloyd, ext. 312
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc
Deacons
Deacon Larry Vaclavik
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Bill Wilson
deaconbillwilson@gmail.com
Deacon Juan de Dios Perez

Pastoral Manager /Director of Music and Liturgy
Kathy Corbett, ext. 311
k.corbett@sttheresa.cc

SCHOOL STAFF

Church and School Finance
Lidia Chapple, ext. 333
lidia.chapple@sttheresa.cc
Yen Fite, ext. 329
yen.fite@sttheresa.cc
Johanna Bransford, ext. 309
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc

Principal
Melissa Ilski ext. 320
melissa.ilski@sttheresa.cc
Dean of Students
Carman West, ext. 317
carman.west@sttheresa.cc
Administrative Assistant
Rhonda Lastovica, ext. 321
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions
Kelly McCarty, ext. 314
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc

Finance Manager, Church and School
Cherie Hernandez, ext. 305
c.hernandez@StTheresa.cc

Director of Adult Education / Hospitality
Ginger Tamborello, ext. 306
g.tamborello@sttheresa.cc
Faith Formation / Youth Ministry
Adrian Leal, ext. 308
youthministry@sttheresa.cc

PARISH RESOURCES AND STAFF

Early Childhood Center Director
Cindy Clements, ext. 338
c.clements@sttheresa.cc

Development and Advancement Director
Enrique Benitez, ext. 315
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc

Assistant Director of Music
David San Miguel
d.sanmiguel@sttheresa.cc

Pastoral Associate
Matrimony or Application for Annulment
Patrick Miral, ext. 310
p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant
Deandra Mackey, ext. 301
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc
Maintenance Supervisor
Andras Bandi, ext. 302
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
11:30 am (Spanish), 5:30 pm
Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 7 am,
Thursday at 6:30 pm

