Merry Christmas!
December 25, 2016

My Dear Parishioners and Visitors,
I want to wish you and those that you love a very
Happy Christmas.
I do so in the name of the one who was born an
outcast, Jesus, the one for whom there was no
room in the inn. In celebration of The Creator of
everything there is, the one true God, who chose
to reveal Himself not in power but vulnerability,
the one in whose name we gather in this place.
In doing so may we never forget that “God so
loved the world that He sent His only begotten
Son.” John 3: 16.
May you find peace here in Jesus, the one Isaiah
calls, “Prince of Peace.” 9:6.
In this place we seek the grace of God to recognize
the dignity of every person that enters this holy
house. We aspire to become Peace Makers
ourselves in all our relations, work and endeavors.
May the peace and welcome of Jesus, born at
Christmas, be born again anew in us this season.
With love and blessings,
Fr. Phil Lloyd.
Pastor.

My Dearest Parishioners,
This marks my fifth year as principal and parishioner of the
St. Theresa Catholic Community and I am so incredibly thankful to be
a part of this parish. As you all sit in the pews of this Church, take a
moment to look around at all the faces sitting beside you and around
you. Each of us was called to this community for different reasons,
but yet here we are, sitting next to each other, united by the bonds of
our faith and connected through our parish. In a world that sometimes
seems to lack connection, here we are…connected. We come from
such diverse backgrounds and experiences, but in this place we are
one parish family and that is so very meaningful. I am sure each of you
could tell a story about how you came to St. Theresa, just as I could.
God calls us all in different ways (and I firmly believe He has called
us each to be here at this moment), but now that we’ve responded to
His call to be here… what next? I believe we continue to listen to our
hearts and His gentle calling. In our humanity, we thrive on
relationships. Our lives are more fulfilling when we are connected
with Him and with each other. My life has been forever changed by
my relationships at St. Theresa; everything is more meaningful. When
I attend Mass, I celebrate with friends…friends in the pews, friends in
the choir and friends on the altar. Every moment deepens my faith
experience and it is my connection with you, my parish family, which
makes it so alive. In a world disconnected by on-line interactions, I
encourage you to connect IRL (ask a young person next to you what
that means, if you don’t know!).
What are ways we can connect more?
As a school, St. Theresa thrives on collaboration and building
leadership capacity within our students, staff and parents…we can
make even more amazing things happen when everyone has a voice
and an opportunity to lead new initiatives. The same is true for our
parish. Our spiritual life and our parish life thrive when we are
engaged. We have so much knowledge, insight and energy in these
pews…just imagine what might happen if those gifts were shared
more. I encourage you to join some of the amazing ministries we
have or consider starting a new one! During this time of joyful
anticipation, let us consider what Blessed Mother Teresa said, “It is
Christmas every time you let God love others through you.”
My wish this Christmas is that we all find more ways to connect
and let Christ’s love shine through us.
Wishing you many Christmas Blessings,
Melissa Ilski

St. Theresa Catholic School
Principal

Ministries at St. Theresa
Ministry is the work done by the members of a Christian community to aid
in the building up of the Kingdom of God “here and now”.

Lectors/Ems
Nancy Leveille: nleveille@comcast.com

Woman’s Club
Cristela Flores: myvera@hotmail.com
Art & Environment
Jennifer Weizer: Jennifer.weizer@gmail.com
Andi Maceo: andiemaceo@aol.com

Ministry to Homebound
Kelly Woefel: 832-809-5144
Carmelite Study Group
Teresa Langford: 713-283-0291

Mission Advancement
Enrique Benitez: 713-869-3783

Women’s Encounter
Susana Sanchez: 832-216-3445

Marriage Preparation
Funeral/Memorial Masses
Patrick Miral: 713-869-3783

Men’s Encounter
Eduardo Briones: 832-398-6004

Financial Council
David Moehrman: dmoehrman@yahoo.com

School
Melissa Ilski: 713-864-4536
Pastor Council
Eric Lang: 713-598-3065

Social Services—CCSC
Patrick Miral: 713-869-3783

Together as One. Music
St. Theresa Parish David San Miguel: 713-869-3783

Adoration
Diana Sepulveda: 713-542-4706
Adult Faith Formation
Ginger Tamborello: 713-869-3783
Faith Formation, PreK—8th Grade
Adrian Leal: 713-869-3783
Flowers
Pinky Concepcion: 713-256-5972

School Board
Andy Erich: andyerich@hotmail.com
Parish Office
Deandra Mackey: 713-869-3783
Youth Ministyr/Confirmation
Andrew Maul: 713-869-3783
Knights of Columbus
Kuno Trostmann: 713-858-2657
Altar Servers
Deacon Bill Wilson: deaconbill@sttheresa.cc

Our hands are the hands God uses to reach out to the poor, the stranger, the
outcast and the hungry. Our feet are the feet God uses to walk
besides others on their journey and carry them if needed.
Our hearts are the hearts filled with God’s love to offer comfort to those in
mourning and those who have lost hope.
It is only through us that the work of the Kingdom will be completed.
Ministry is OUR WORK—Kingdom Work, flowing from the fount of our new birth
If you are interested in joining a ministry or prayerfully considering to start a new ministry,
please contact the ministry leader or church office.

Last month my husband WIL died. This is being written from that
perspective. Certainly this Christmas will be different without my
spouse of forty years. At Mass last week, Dwight Coles talked about
Advent. How had we prepared for Christmas and how would we spend
this last week before Christmas preparing for the Incarnation? My
immediate feeling was disappointment…another Advent where my
intention had been to spend thirty minutes in prayer each morning…
another Advent when that did not quite happen.
Then, following Mass, Fr. Phil asked me if I would write something for
the Christmas bulletin. Next, the Holy Spirit spoke to me: “Just 20
minutes ago you expressed disappointment at not preparing for
Christ’s coming. I am giving you another opportunity for reflection.”
I thought about how my husband died; he took a deep breath, he
opened his eyes wide, he took a small breath and passed into God’s
eternal embrace. How does this relate to what we believe about God,
heaven, our faith at Christmas?
In WIL’s last great breath, it was as if he were saying: “I am ready to
surrender to You. I am ready to return to You and be fully Yours.”
Christmas IS about birth and new life, as is Baptism. But both are also
about our ultimate return to the Father. When he opened his eyes so
wide with such an expression of joy, I knew he saw the Light…the
Light that is Jesus…the Light that comes to us in Incarnation and
stays with us until the end of our days.
Jesus tells us this: “I am the Light of the world: he that follows me

shall not walk in darkness but have the light of life.” JN 8:12
As he took that final, gentle breath, I believe he was saying to God:
“Thank You. I am at peace.” Paul tells us this: “And the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus.” PH 4:7
Yes, Christmas will be different for me this year…perhaps more
faith-filled than ever, secure in the knowledge that the eternal truths
are the same. Like Christ we are born to return to the Father. Jesus,
His Son and our Light, comes to us at Christmas and stays with us on
that journey. The Holy Spirit, the Breath of Life, gives us the grace of
peace always and everywhere.
-Linda Dalferes

As the Christmas season is here, this is good time to reflect on the
reason for this season, Jesus. What brought you closer to Jesus and
your faith? Was it your parents, your spouse or a friend? My faith
journey started a little over a year ago when my sister shared her
testimony of what Jesus has done for her. The past few years I’ve
felt this emptiness inside. I met the perfect man (my husband) and my
professional life is awesome, but something was missing. I was
baptized as a baby Catholic and have been in and out of my faith
over the years.
My greatest memories of the Catholic church was going to Mass
with my grandparents during my high school years. You see, I was
never Confirmed and I thought it was too late for me. My husband
and I started going back to church. We've tried different religions
and churches, but St. Theresa’s was an immediate fit for me. I just
felt like I was home. During a Sunday Mass, I saw in the bulletin that
there was an adult program called RCIA.
I called Ginger the next day and we met. Ginger was so nice and I
felt an instant connection with her. I started this program in
September and have learned so much about Catholicism, the Bible
and my faith. Now that I have a relationship with the Lord my
emptiness has been filled with love, joy, hope and faith.
This is what I needed. My relationship with God has made me a
better person, wife, daughter, sister and aunt. I am at peace knowing
that He is with me always.
I cherish the friendships that I have made with my fellow classmates.
We have grown closer as we share a unique bond learning together
and sharing our own personal journeys. I look forward to the Easter
season as we will all receive Confirmation. I would like to thank my
classmates, Father Phil, Deacon Larry, Ginger Tamborello, Dwight
Coles and Michele Cantanese for their time, teaching and
friendship. You've all made this experience absolutely amazing!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
Jaime Hudson

CONVERSION
Half our life spent spinning cocoons,
layer after translucent layer…
…diffusing the Light.
Tales we tell of who we are and who the other is.
True light further from sight in every layer of lie,
….We burrow.
We fall, and further still we fall
until to us no truth is known…
…We thirst.
Innocence lost, love distorted, virtues forgotten, blinded sight.
…We thirst
Yet…a still small voice…
Distant somewhere, Soul Tears, weeping to be remembered.
Over here… no not there… not that way! come back!… It calls…
…Here, here is a glimpse…
There!!...Hear that??...See that??
And laser like rays of True light
seep through layered veils.
Piercing through to graze our souls
Lands upon a lonely ember,
hungry to ignite;
grace-filled moments, unseen yet known..
Communion with Creator long forgot.
And the Shepherd tosses seeds as He leads the way to Save.
Sprouting shoots of Spirit’s Fruits
in hearts from slumber wake.
Eager still to once more know
What was known before the fall
What’s real, what’s good, what’s pure, what’s true
In Him we find it all.

- Nancy Cochran

Lost & Found
I have suffered with alcoholism for over 27 years, and a little over 6 years ago I
was a broken man with nowhere to go and absolutely no faith or trust in God,
emotionally and spiritually bankrupt.
Alcohol had taken over my life unequivocally. My wife, bless her, was beside
herself as were my family and friends. After yet another drinking incident
during a business trip to South Africa, I returned home, looked into my wife’s
eyes, and realized I was done – I surrendered. I got down on my knees and
prayed to a Higher Power, not knowing who or what that was.
The obsession to drink left me very quickly thereafter. I attend several AA
meetings a week, practice the AA principles in all my affairs on a daily basis
and helped other alcoholics. I attend the Salvation Army twice a week and
helped the homeless who are predominantly addicts of some kind. I currently
have 5 men who I help and dedicate a lot of my spare time to. I go to Church
every day with my wife and attend mass every Sunday. The first thing I do on
awakening is to get down on my knees and pray, handing my life over to a
God of my understanding and asking him to take care of me throughout the
day. I also thank him at the end of the day.
Today I am an extremely grateful recovering alcoholic. I have enormous faith
and trust in God, and firmly believe that this faith and belief in a higher power
greater than me has me sober for the past 6 years and given me a great life. I
have a wonderful relationship with my wife and all of my family. I still work in
the energy sector, and believe my new found faith in God has made me a
better person both at home and in the work place.
Whether God found me or I found him is immaterial, what counts today is that
God is a fundamental part of my life today, and my sobriety is my number one
priority in life, as without that, I am nothing.
- Keith

Perspectives on Catholicism Discussion Group
A small group of parishioners, facilitated by Father Phil and others, are
organizing a group of people who are interested in periodically getting together
to learn about and discuss the perspectives and writings of noteworthy
theologians who have had a profound impact on Catholicism.
We plan to get together once a month for an hour or so to discuss an essay or
book that we have all had time to read over the previous month.
Our first meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 25,
from 6:30-8:00 pm, and will be held in the Office Living Room.
We have a tentative reading list that features the writings of people like
Teilhard de Chardin, Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, Thomas Merton,
and others; though we are open to whomever we all decide would be
interesting and worthwhile reading and discussing.
Please join us for an exciting and hopefully enlightening series of group
discussions! Refreshments and snacks will be provided.
If you have any questions, please speak with
Father Phil: 713-869-3783 or Aaron Tuley: 832 605-7736

The United States Should Abolish the Death Penalty,
as Pope Francis Implores
By Joseph A. Fiorenza | January 19, 2016
“In his recent address before Congress, Pope Francis gave his support
and encouragement to the call to abolish the death penalty in the United
States. In offering papal support to end capital punishment before the
representatives of the American people, the pope raised the hope that
America, a beacon of freedom and justice in the world, would join the
Western industrialized nations by banning the death penalty from its
criminal justice system. As a son and native of Latin America, he is
dismayed that the United States is the exception in all the Americas to
use capital punishment, which today is unnecessary to protect its
citizens.”

The weekend of January 7-8,
we will be formally kicking off the:
“Our Church, Our School, Our Future”
Capital Campaign.
During this time we will sharing with you all
the plans for our upcoming campaign,
and how you can get involved and be an
integral part in the campaign!

Scan this QR code with your smartphone
for quick and easy online giving!

Stewardship
Collection Count for:

November 2016

Anonymous Cash

$ 16,109.13

490 Known Donors

$ 92,518.87

YTD Fiscal Period
Starting July 1, 2016

Total Received

$ 108,628.00

$ 537,211.00

Budget

$ 105, 228.00

$ 564,388.07

Overage/Shortage

$ (3,400.00)

$

(27,177.00)

Mass Schedule
After Christmas Day
Monday, Dec. 26

Mass at 12:10 pm

Tuesday, Dec. 27

Mass at 12:10 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 28

Mass at 7 am

Thursday, Dec. 29

7 am Communion Service
*No Evening Mass or Confession

Friday, Dec. 30

7 am Communion Service

Saturday, Dec. 31

Mass at 5:30 pm
*No Confession

Sunday, Jan. 1

Regular Schedule

Helpful Numbers
Houston Police
For Emergency/Life Threatening Calls:
911
Non-Emergency Calls: 713- 884-3131
www.houstonpolice.org
Domestic Violence
The Bridge Over Troubled Waters
24 Hour Hotline: 713-473-2801
www.thebridgeovertroubledwaters.org
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)
713-661–4200
www.na.org
Sex Addicts Anonymous (SAA)
713- 405-1142
www.houstonsaa.org

Counseling (Grief, Family, etc.)
Catholic Charities:
713-526-4611
www.catholiccharities.org
Families of Addicts
Al-Anon Family Groups
713-683-7227
www.al-anon.alateen.org
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
713-686-6300
www.aa.org
Overeaters Anonymous (OA)
713-973-6633
www.oahouston.org

Joe Cano, Realtor
950 Corbindale Rd., Ste. 100
Houston, TX 77024
m: 281-785-5132 o: 713-4619393

Duvera Consulting, LLC.
www.duveraconsulting.com

www.norhillrealty.com

www.jnacostalaw.com

www.eltiempocantina.com

Annie and Doug
Raburn
Selling bungalows to mansions
in and around Houston
for the last 20 years.

713.826.7569
araburn@marthaturner.com

Henry D. Nguyen, CPA PLLC
14811 St. Mary’s Ln, Ste. 100
Specializing in Small Businesses and
Individual Tax Returns
832-429-7652

henry@hdn-cpa.com

www.kolacheshoppe.com

USI Southwest
www.usi.com

www.wisdomspeechtherapy.com www.nicklopeztailoring.com

David P. Loncarich, M.D., P.A.
713-799-2300

www.guidrylaw.com

Nifty Cleaners
5901 Washington Ave.
713-868-2210

SDI Realty Advisors
www.sdirealty.com

www.powerhouseinvestors.com
“Your Source For
Industrial Forest Products”

www.tiltonlawfirm.com
If you are interested in advertising, please contact
Valerie Hernandez at v.hernandez@sttheresa.cc

5001 Oates Rd. Houston, TX 77013
713-672-6679 office
713-672-5135 fax
WWW.LODGELUMBER.COM

Sacraments
Baptism
Contact Ginger Tamborello or visit
our website for more information.

Confirmation
Contact Deandra Mackey or visit our
website for more information.

First Communion & Reconciliation
Contact Deandra Mackey or visit our
website for more information.

Reconciliation
Saturday
4 pm-5 pm
Thursday
5:30 pm-6:15 pm

Matrimony
Application for Annulment
Contact Patrick Miral or visit our
website for more information.

www.StTheresa.cc
6622 Haskell, Houston, TX 77007
Phone: 713-869-3783 Fax: 713-869-3784

Pastor: Fr. Phil Lloyd, ext. 312
britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc
Deacons
Deacon Larry Vaclavik
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Bill Wilson
deaconbillwilson@gmail.com
Deacon Juan de Dios Perez

Director of Music and Liturgy
David San Miguel, ext. 311
d.sanmiguel@sttheresa.cc

SCHOOL STAFF

Church and School Finance
Lidia Chapple, ext. 333
lidia.chapple@sttheresa.cc
Yen Fite, ext. 329
yen.fite@sttheresa.cc
Johanna Bransford, ext. 309
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc

Finance Manager, Church and School
Cherie Hernandez, ext. 305
c.hernandez@StTheresa.cc

Principal
Melissa Ilski ext. 320
melissa.ilski@sttheresa.cc
Dean of Students
Carman West, ext. 317
carman.west@sttheresa.cc

Director of Adult Education / Hospitality
Ginger Tamborello, ext. 306
g.tamborello@sttheresa.cc

Administrative Assistant
Rhonda Lastovica, ext. 321
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc

Faith Formation / Youth Ministry
Adrian Leal, ext. 308
youthministry@sttheresa.cc

Director of Admissions
Kelly McCarty, ext. 314
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc
PARISH RESOURCES AND STAFF

Early Childhood Center Director
Cindy Clements, ext. 338
c.clements@sttheresa.cc

Development and Advancement Director
Enrique Benitez, ext. 315
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc

Receptionist/Clerical Assistant
Deandra Mackey, ext. 301
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc

Pastoral Associate
Matrimony or Application for Annulment
Patrick Miral, ext. 310
p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Bulletin/Clerical
Valerie Hernandez, ext. 307
v.hernandez@sttheresa.cc
Maintenance Supervisor
Andras Bandi, ext. 302
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc

Sacraments
Baptism
Contact Ginger Tamborello or visit our website for more information.

Confirmation
Contact Deandra Mackey or visit our website for more information.

First Communion & Reconciliation
Contact Deandra Mackey or visit our website for more information.

Reconciliation
Saturday
4 pm-5 pm
Thursday
5:30 pm-6:15 pm

Matrimony
Application for Annulmen
Contact Patrick Miral or visit our website for
more information.

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
11:30 am (Spanish), 5:30 pm
Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 7 am,
Thursday at 6:30 pm
Holy Day Masses: 7 am, 12:10 pm, & 6:30 pm

