April 16, 2017

My Dear Friends,
Alleluia. “He is risen as he said that he would.”
There is something about this time of year,
Eastertide and spring that is bursting forth
with life. Here in Texas it is a beautiful purple
colored bush that awakens my spirit to the
promise of new life for the sixteen years that I
have been in America. Prior to my new home
it was always daffodils that heralded this most
beautiful time of year. The presence of the
Creator’s handy-work in some ways connects all that is living, as the
psalmist says, “The trees of the field will shout for joy.”

The very basis of our faith in Jesus is that death or sin will never have
the last word that is why we sing Alleluia (praise) with such gusto.
Jesus is the name that saves us, walks with us in good times and in
bad. This name above all names, whose other name is mercy.
That is why on Rising from the dead, He did not come back seeking
retribution from those who were responsible for putting Him to
death, or those that colluded with the status quo. He offered words of
peace.
May this Easter time be an opportunity for deepening our faith and
may God continue to bless us as we look forward with joy at the
improvements to our Church and school. I am especially grateful to
those who have participated, supported and prayed for our Capital
Campaign. It is a wonderful sign of faith and love that we have raised
to date $7.3 million out of a projected 12.1 million goal. I continue to
appreciate each of you that help make St. Theresa our incredible
home.
With Easter blessings to you and those you love,
Fr. Phil Lloyd

SPECIAL BLACK BOX COLLECTION FOR OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
“Our Church, Our School, Our Future”
Dear friends, visitors and those who are coming home to St. Theresa
for the Holy Week and Easter services. We are in the midst of a major
$12.1 million capital campaign to add seating, a gathering space, new
artwork – all to make this sacred space more welcoming for those who
come to St. Theresa to pray, worship and give thanks. To date, we have
raised $7.1 million dollars.
Please consider making a Black Box donation at our Holy Thursday,
Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses. Your gift will benefit our
campaign to raise funds to update and expand our church & school.
White campaign envelopes are in the pews for your use. Please deposit
your gift in one of the Black Boxes located throughout the church.
(The basket will not be passed for a second collection.)
Whether you are giving for the first time or adding to a new gift, your
donation will be eligible to be doubled by a generous matching grant
– we need $70,000 more to secure the entire $500,000 challenge.
Every gift, no matter the amount, will help us meet our goal!
Please contact the Development Office if you would like information
about setting up a pledge or making a gift of securities or a non-cash
donation (713) 869-3783.

As of April 9, 2017, through one time gifts and pledges, we have raised a total of
$6,898,412 plus $405,626(Challenge Grant) TOTAL $7,304,038.
Please prayerfully consider making a personally meaningful three to five year commitment.
Call the Development Office at (713) 869-3783 or email e.benitez@sttheresa.cc with any questions.

Are you interested in finding out about the Catholic Faith?
Are you baptized and want to complete your
sacraments of Initiation?
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is for you!
Please join us for an inquiry on
Sunday, June 11th at 9 am in the Church Office.
For more information, please contact:
Ginger Tamborello at g.tamborello@sttheresa.cc

This Easter, not only am I officially joining the Catholic faith,
but I am paving the way for my family in the future.
My wife and I have a baby on the way, and this will be
our last Easter as a family of two. I look forward to raising
our baby girl in the Catholic Church, and I am grateful to
have been on this faithful journey before her arrival.
The RCIA program has brought me closer to God, closer
to my wife, and closer to my baby girl to be.
- Caleb Tubbleville

For me Easter is a day that signifies a new chapter in my
faith journey. It is the start of a new year, a clean slate,
and a time where one journey ends and another begins
in a much fuller way than can be imagined.
This day is a celebration of life, a life that I will aim to live
more in the light and eternal love of Jesus.
Today signifies hope, a new beginning, a reflection of
what is and what will be an ever lasting love and true
absolution. Today God is not speaking to me through
distractions or my dreams, today God is taking my hand
and showing me the way.
- Laura Jensen

I began my journey with the Catholic faith nearly two years
ago. I was raised in a Christian church and have always been
a believer, but never felt a personal relationship with Christ.
It wasn't long ago that I realized how much I longed for that
relationship to exist and I now know God wants a personal
relationship with me, too. This Easter starts a new chapter of
our relationship, as I receive my first sacraments and continue
to grow in my faith. Even more exciting is the new relationship
my Husband and I will be able to share with God and the
community at St. Theresa's.

- Mackenzie Alvey

My name is Cassie Lopez. My husband, Nick and I recently joined
St. Theresa’s parish as I am an RCIA candidate to be
received in full communion at the Holy Easter Vigil.
In 2015, I felt the call to register and attend a women’s ACTS
Retreat. Nick had attended a men’s ACTS retreat several years
earlier and has been supporting the ministry ever since.
The ACTS Retreat experience is rooted in the Paschal Mystery
in that retreatants are invited to deeply reflect over
a structured weekend on the Passion, Death,
and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
ACTS stands for:

Adoration
Community
Theology
Service

It was a profound and life-changing experience for
me that set me on fire for the Lord.
As the only non-Catholic retreatant, I also felt a desire to learn
more about the Catholic faith and community.
As new parishioners of St. Theresa’s beautiful community,
Nick and I hope to share the good news of the ACTS
ministry with you all.
Please feel free to contact us for more
information: cassie.ann.lopez@gmail.com
God Bless!

Casa Juan Diego, the Catholic Worker house just down
the road, offers hospitality to the immigrant poor in
Houston through the Works of Mercy. The Gospel
teaches us that it is Christ we serve when we shelter
the tired, nourish the hungry and thirsty, and visit the
sick. The lives of our guests are full of suffering.
Every day we are faced with brokenness we cannot
mend and pain we are helpless to remedy.
Slowly we learn the importance of simply being there as
the hands and feet of a great Love, entering our
brothers and sisters’ crucible of suffering and sitting in
it, with nothing to offer but solidarity and love.
“You are living Holy Week through your body,” our
priest friend said as he ministered to an elderly woman
in agony, and indeed we see this every day – the poor,
the sick and the injured sharing uniquely in the Passion
of Christ. But each of us is a member of the same
Mystical Body, which even as it suffers, lives in
the triumphant surety of resurrection.
We are grateful to those who so faithfully support us
with donations. This Easter we especially ask you to
pray for Casa Juan Diego and for all the poor.
Casa Juan Diego
4818 Rose Street
Houston, TX 77007
For more information, please contact: info@cjd.org

Joe Cano, Realtor
950 Corbindale Rd., Ste. 100
Houston, TX 77024

Nifty Cleaners
5901 Washington Ave.
713-868-2210

m: 281-785-5132 o: 713-461-9393

e: joe.cano@kw.com

Annie and Doug
Raburn
Selling bungalows to
mansions in and around
Houston for the last 20 years.

713.826.7569
araburn@marthaturner.com

Henry D. Nguyen, CPA PLLC
14811 St. Mary’s Ln, Ste. 100
Specializing in Small Businesses and
Individual Tax Returns
832-429-7652

henry@hdn-cpa.com

“Your Source For
Industrial Forest Products”
5001 Oates Rd. Houston, TX 77013
713-672-6679 office
713-672-5135 fax
WWW.LODGELUMBER.COM

If you are interested in advertising with us contact Valerie Hernandez
for more information: v.hernandez@sttheresa.com

The Week Ahead…
TODAY, Sunday, April 16—Easter Sunday
8:00 am Mass
10:00 am Mass
11:15 am Sunday by Sunday, Bride’s Room
11:30 am Spanish Mass
5:00 pm High School Faith Formation, FH
5:30 pm Mass

Thursday, April 20
7:00 am Mass
7:30 am Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament
5:30 pm Reconciliation & Mass
6:30 pm Women’s Group, FH Lounge
7:30 pm Men’s Encounter, Board Room

Monday, April 17
7:00 am Mass
6:30 pm Meditation Prayer Group, Mary Chapel

Friday, April 21
6:45 am Rosary for Peace and Respect
for Life
7:00 am Mass

Tuesday, April 18
7:00 am Mass
7:30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
6:00 pm Cubs, Board Room
Wednesday, April 19
7:00 am Mass
6:30 pm Women’s Encounter, FH Lounge
7:00 pm Spanish Prayer Group, Brides Room
7:00 pm Legión de María, Sacristy
7:00 pm Adult Confirmation, Church Office
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft
8:15 pm Men’s AA, Fellowship Hall

Saturday, April 22
4:00 pm Reconciliation
5:30 pm Mass
Sunday, April 23
8:00 am Mass
8:30 am RCIA, Church Office
10:00 am Mass
11:15 am Sunday by Sunday, Bride’s Room
11:30 am Spanish Mass
11:30 am Faith Formation, Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm High School Faith Formation, FH
5:30 pm Mass

Easter Office Hours
The church office will be closed
Monday the 17th in recognition of Easter.
We will resume our regular hours Tuesday the 18th.
We pray you enjoy Easter
with your family and loved ones.
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