EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE FILLED IN,
EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL SHALL BE MADE LOW;
THE RUGGED LAND SHALL BE MADE A PLAIN,
THE ROUGH COUNTRY, A BROAD VALLEY.

Then the glory of the

LORD

SHALL BE REVEALED

December 12,
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Feast Day

Second Sunday of Advent
December 10, 2017

Commentary on the Proper Prayers of Advent
from the Roman Missal
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Prayer
Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking
hinder those who set out in haste
to meet your Son, but may our learning of
heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his
company. Who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.






In the Gospel this Sunday John the
Baptist tells us to prepare the way of
the Lord. He is talking not about the
babe in the manger but about the
adult Christ soon to begin his public
ministry. This prayer presents our
response to Christs call to join his
company.
The prayer first appears in the seventh-century Roman parish tradition
and in seven subsequent manuscripts
before it is lost to the liturgical tradition, until reclaimed for the 1970
Latin edition of the Roman Missal.
As we gather together to meet Christ
in the assembly, in the word, in the
ministers and in the Eucharist our
efforts simply to arrive at church
with the proper disposition provide





the context for this prayer about hastening to meet Christ. We gather
from every walk of life and these
earthly undertakings are not cast in a
negative light except in their ability
to hinder us for our single-minded
pursuit of Christ and his company.
We learn heavenly wisdom in the
liturgy of the word when we hear the
voice of Christ, the Wisdom of God.
This heavenly wisdom, in turn, helps
us to conduct our earthly undertakings in a way that does not hinder
our single-minded pursuit of Christ
and his company.
We gain admittance to Christs company when we are baptized as Christians, and time and time again when
we join with the baptized in the liturgical celebration where we form the
body of Christ, the Church in action.
We gain admittance to his company
when we share in communion. We
gain admittance to Christs company
when we welcome him who comes
to us in our neighbor in their need,
which is the only criterion given in
the Gospel for the final judgment
and admittance to the company
of saints.
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Prayer over the Offerings
Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble
prayers and offerings, and since we have
no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.





The technical language used in this
prayer suggests that we stand before
the magistrate in need of someone to
plead our cause. The merits of our
case alone are inadequate to our situation.
While we offer prayers and offerings
however inadequate and ask that the
Lord be pleased with these. Our prayers and offerings, however, cannot be
used to manipulate God into acting
on our behalf, nor are they intended
to do so.
Rather, we stand defenseless and
plead that the Lord come to rescue us
not out of obligation but because of
the abundance of divine mercy.







While other prayers over the gifts
indicate an ongoing and reciprocal
exchange of gifts between God and
humanity, this prayer emphasizes the
utter gratuity of the divine gift.
This prayer is offered right before the
Eucharistic Prayer begins, and so
anticipates the coming of the Lord in
the Eucharist who gives his body as
our daily bread and his blood as our
protection. This bodily self-gift in the
form of food and drink that we share
rescues us. In anticipation of this
utter generosity of the divine gift we
offer what we have, prayers of
thanksgiving with simple offerings of
bread and wine and our ministry of
service to our neighbor in their need.
From this experience we learn that
each of us is called to give of ourselves often in relationships that are
not mutual and to give not because
others have earned what we are capable of giving but because we have
learned the ways of abundant mercy.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment, we humbly beseech you, O Lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery, you may teach us to judge wisely the things
of earth and hold firm to the things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
●

We ask that the communion we have
just shared teach us how to conduct
ourselves in daily life.

●

Partaking in this exchange teaches us
to perceive and judge wisely the genuine gift of ones self out of communion
with others.

Online Giving
There are several ways to access our online giving page:

1 Download a free QR code reader to your phone and
scan the image on the right:

2 You can also go directly on your smart phone or tablet
to: www.sttheresa.cc/give

3 Use our electronic kiosk located in the Church, and swipe your card directly.
Desktop users can login to our website www.sttheresa.cc, click on the

4 “Giving” button on the top green navigation bar and select “Donations.”

Announcements
Christmas
Masses
St. Theresa Church Office: closed from
Dec. 21 to Jan. 2.
Returning to the regular schedule on
Wednesday, Jan. 3.
St. Theresa Catholic School: students
will be off from Dec. 22 (at noon) to
Jan. 8. Returning to their regular
schedule on Tuesday, Jan. 9.

Christmas Eve
5:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.

If you would like to commit to
one Holy Hour of Adoration
during the Advent Season,
please contact
Diana Sepulveda
at 713.542.4706
Adoration Schedule is on
Tuesdays & Thursdays:
7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.

St. Theresa Early Childhood Center:
closed from Dec. 22 to Dec. 26. Returning to their regular schedule on
Wednesday, Dec. 27.

Are you sure you are a
register parishioner?
●

Registering and updating your
contact information is important to record your weekly/
monthly
/Holyday/Advancement
contributions in a tax letter.

need a document from
our Parish.
●

Keep in mind our Church Office
Holiday schedule
posted above.

●

If you don’t receive contribution envelops please call the
Parish Office if you have any
questions about being a registered parishioner, or if you
should register.

●

If you need to update, add, or
remove household members,
please call our Parish office as
soon as possible.

●

Attending to Mass Weekly or
events does not automatically
713-869-3783
make you a parishioner. Please
Thank you for your faithful and
be sure that there is a record
generous
support of our parish and
under your name in case you
the work of ministry.

DISCOVER THE ROOTS OF
OUR
CATHOLIC FAITH
A fast-paced journey through
the first 500 years of Church history.
Dates, Times, Location
Morning and Evening Options
Monday Evenings 7:00 PM to 9 PM
Beginning Jan. 29, 2018 to April 9
with a break on Mar. 5.

Special Collection December 10:
Your gift to today’s collection for
the Retirement Fund for Religious
helps provide medications, nursing
care, and more for thousands of
senior sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests. It also helps ensure
younger members can continue
the good works of their elders!
For more information go to
www.retiredreligious.org

Friday Mornings 10:00 AM to Noon
Beginning Feb. 2 to Apr. 13 with
a break on Mar. 9
Registration, For More Information
All Meetings will be held at
St. Theresa's Fellowship Hall.
Workbooks are $25.
For more info contact
Bob or Suzanne Shanley at
832-797-7247 or 713-304-8759 or
bob@fpchouston.com
Sponsor by:

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
The homebound ministers are in
need of a few more helping
hands to volunteer to bring
Communion to the parishioners of
St. Theresa’s that cannot join us at
Mass each week.
The commitment is typically
one weekend per month for
an hour or two.
Please call the church office or
Contact Kelly L. Glanding-Woelfel
kelly.glanding@woodgroup.com
for more information.
We would love to have you join
us in this important ministry!

Alternative Giving and
Sharing Christmas Joy!
Here is a wonderful way to honor those you
love while supporting your neighbors in
crisis who visit the
Christian Community Service Center.
Go to www.ccschouston.org and click the
green "I Want to Donate" button.

Gearing Up for Cold
Weather at Emergency
Services-Central
Donations may be dropped off at
3434 Branard on weekdays between
9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., or Saturdays
from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
For more information, please contact
Courtney Hagen at:
emergency_1@ccschouston.org or at
713-961-3993.

If it touches the heart and guides us
on our path it is a healing circle.
The holidays can be tough and depressing for some. The shopping, the
crowds, the hassle, travel, hosting, sad memories, loved ones long lost,
unmet expectations, family, etc…
There will be a “healing circle” in St. Theresa’s Church Office on
Dec. 12th from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The intention of this Healing Circle is to create a space where whatever
is on our heart with regard to the holiday season can be shared in confidence, heard without judgement and accepted with care. We’ll reflect on what our plans are, what we’re anticipating and consider how
we’d like to actually
experience this holiday season.
If you plan to attend this Healing Circle, please RSVP to Ed Halloran at
halloraned@gmail.com
For more information on healing circles visit:
https://healingcircleshouston.org/

St. Theresa Catholic School
in Memorial Park

St. Theresa students received a
talk about the life of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in celebration of the
Immaculate Conception.

Now accepting applications PK3—8th grade for the 2018-2019 school year
Register at www.StTheresaSchool.cc
Contact Kelly McCarty,
Director of Admissions at k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc

Steps for Students
registration is
open!
JANUARY 2 - 5, 2018

February 17, 2018
Visit
www.sttheresaschool.cc/stepsfor-students
for more information and
to register!
Train for the race with us!
Join our team every Thursday at
6:00 p.m. (Starting on 11/30).
We meet outside the Fellowship
Hall and run/walk around
Memorial Park.

Dates and deadlines for 2018 Marketplace health insurance:
You can enroll in or change 2018 Marketplace health insurance right now.
The 2018 Open Enrollment Period runs until December 15, 2017.
To enroll go to www.healthcare.gov or call 1-800-318-2596

FRESH FLOWERS NEEDED
We invite the parishioners of St. Theresa Catholic Church to sponsor altar flowers by choosing a weekend that has special meaning to you. Oftentimes, more
than one person finds a certain date important, so flowers may be given in
more than one name on any given weekend.
A suggested contribution of $45 per arrangement will help support the weekly
cost of altar flowers. Our normal arrangement options are two pedestal arrangements behind the altar, one arrangement in front of the altar, and/or
one arrangement in front of the lectern.
Please turn in this order form & contribution at least two weeks prior to the
weekend you would like the floral arrangement displayed.
For more information, please contact: Pinky Concepcion 713-256-5972
__In Memory of ____________________________________________________
__In Celebration of ________________________________________________
__In Honor of ______________________________________________________
Requested flower color(s): __________________________________________
Weekend Date for Flowers: _________________________________________
Sponsored by: ______________________________________________________
Phone#: ___________________________________________________________
Flowers to be displayed:
___ In front of the altar
___ 2 pedestal arrangements behind altar
___ In front of lectern
Total Enclosed: ______________
Please drop by office or mail to: St. Theresa Catholic Church,
Attn: Altar Flowers, 6622 Haskell Street, Houston, TX 77007

Friday, April 20, 2018
At The Houstonian Hotel Club & Spa

We cordially invite you to join us for
a night of fellowship,
Hospitality, and giving.
To Buy Tickets Visit:
Bidpal.net/havananightsgala
Or at the Church Office

Purchase your table or seats now
and thru February 10, 2018 and
receive 10% discount.

St. Thomas High School will host its
annual OPEN HOUSE on
Sunday, January 7
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Talk to teachers and coaches,
tour classrooms, labs and athletic
facilities. Experience
an afternoon with
the St. Thomas family.
See what awaits you as part of
the legendary
St. Thomas brotherhood,
where tradition meets tomorrow.
RSVP Today at visit.sths.org

St. Theresa
Catholic Church
2018 Media Kit
●

Print Bulletin : 600 prints per week

●

Online Advertisement: In and About
eblast (frequency: bi-weekly with 1,200
subscribers.

●

Website Advertisement: (six months and
one year only.
(Average monthly visits: 2,200)

For More information contact: Nancy Loncarich at
nancy.loncarich@sttheresa.cc or 713-869-3783 ext. 334
or Veronica Benitez at v.benitez@sttheresa.cc

Annie and Doug
Raburn
Selling bungalows to
mansions in and around
Houston for the last 20 years.

713.826.7569
araburn@marthaturner.com

Henry D. Nguyen, CPA PLLC
950 Echo Lane, Suite 200
Houston, Texas 77024
Specializing in Small Businesses and
Individual Tax Returns
832-429-7652

henry@hdn-cpa.com

Joe Cano, Realtor
950 Corbindale Rd., Ste. 100
Houston, TX 77024
m: 281-785-5132 o: 713-461-9393

e: joe.cano@kw.com

Nifty Cleaners
5901 Washington Ave.
713-868-2210

Bienvenidos

E N E S PA Ñ O L

Noticias y Eventos
¿Estás seguro de que estás registrado
en la parroquia?
●

Registrar y actualizar la información de contacto es importante
para que sus donaciones semanales/ mensuales/ por días festivos/
y de Campaña Capital queden registrados para en su carta de
impuestos.

●

Si necesita actualizar, agregar o eliminar miembros de la familia,
llame a nuestra oficina parroquial lo antes posible.

●

Asistir a misa cada semana o participar en eventos no lo convierte
automáticamente en feligrés. Asegúrese de que haya un registro
bajo su nombre en caso de que necesite un documento de nuestra Parroquia
Tenga en cuenta nuestro horario de vacaciones de la
Oficina Parroquial:

●

Desde el 21 de diciembre hasta el 2 de enero
la oficina estara cerrada.
Volviendo al horario regular el miércoles, 3 de enero.
●

Si no recibe sobres de contribución, llame a la Oficina Parroquial si
tiene alguna pregunta sobre cómo puede registrarse como feligrés
o si solo tiene que actualizar su información.
El teléfono de la oficina es el

713-869-3783
Gracias por apoyar generosamente a nuestra
parroquia y por su trabajo ministerial.
Misa de nuestra senora de Guadalupe
Patrona de las Americas
Misa a las 7:00 a.m. (En Ingles)

The Week Ahead
Sunday, December 10
8:00 am Mass, Gym
8:30 am RCIA, Office
10:00 am Mass, Gym
11:15 am Sunday by Sunday, Gym Upstairs
11:30 am Faith Formation, FH
12:00 am Spanish Mass, Gym
5:30 pm Mass, Gym

Sunday, December 10
8:00 AM Donna Lizzo Belt (L)
10:00 AM Pro-Populo (Parishioners)
12:00 PM Stevenson Family
Mulvilhill Family
5:30 PM Warren Wimberly †

Monday, December 11
7:00 am Mass, FH
2:30 pm Sr. Carolyn Book Club, Office
6:30 pm Meditation Prayer Group, Office

Tuesday, December 12
7:00 AM Louis Celusniak (L)

Tuesday, December 12
7:00 am Mass Our Lady of Guadalupe, FH
7:30 am-10:00 pm Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, FH Board Room
6:30 p.m. Healing Circle, Office
7:00 pm Women’s Encounter, FH Lounge
7:30 pm Men’s Encounter, FH Lounge
Wednesday, December 13
7:00 am Mass, FH
5:30 pm Reconciliation, FH
6:30 pm Mass, FH
7:00 pm Legión de María, Lounge
7:00 pm Spanish Prayer Group, Office
8:15 pm Men’s AA, Fellowship Hall
Thursday, December 14
6:30 am Women’s AA, Office
7:00 am Mass, FH
7:30 am-10:00 pm Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, FH Board Room
6:00 pm Knights of Columbus, FH
6:30 pm Women’s Club, Lounge
6:30 pm Women of the Little Way

Monday, December 11
7:00 AM Jan Duncan (L)

Wednesday, December 13
7:00 AM Frances Seeberger †
6:30 PM Gerald Smith †
Thursday, December 14
7:00 AM Mary Odums †
6:30 PM Leonard, Peggy & Sugar Bryan †
Friday, December 15
7:00 AM Michelle Marks †
Saturday, December 16
5:30 PM Nunzie & Jeanette Loria †
John H. Lanik Jr. †
Sunday, December 17
8:00 AM Mario Avila †
Gus Arndt †
Joey Hayden †
10:00 AM Pro-Populo (Parishioners)
11:30 AM Martha Rosales †
5:30 PM Leo Etlinger †

Friday, December 15
6:45 am Rosary for Peace, FH
7:00 am Mass, FH
Saturday, December 16
4:00 pm Reconciliation, Gym
5:30 pm Mass, Gym
Sunday, December 17
St. Theresa Eight Grade Bake Sale
8:00 am Mass, Gym
8:30 am RCIA, Office
10:00 am Mass, Gym
11:15 am Sunday by Sunday, Gym Upstairs
11:30 am Faith Formation, FH
12:00 am Spanish Mass, Gym
5:30 pm Mass, Gym

Altar Flowers
We invite the parishioners of
St. Theresa to sponsor altar
flowers. Form on p. 6.

www.StTheresa.cc | www.facebook.com/StTheresaMemorialPark
6622 Haskell, Houston, TX 77007
Phone: 713-869-3783 Fax: 713-869-3784
Pastor: Fr. Phil Lloyd, ext.: 312, britishbulldog@sttheresa.cc
Deacon Larry Vaclavik,
deaconlarry@sttheresa.cc

Deacon Dwight Coles,
deacondwight@sttheresa.cc

Deacon Bill Wilson,
deaconbillwilson@gmail.com

Deacon Juan de Dios Perez
juandedios0308@yahoo.com

Operations & Finance Director
Cherie Hernandez, ext. 305
c.hernandez@sttheresa.cc

St. Theresa School
www.facebook.com/
StTheresaCatholicSchool

Pastoral Associate
Matrimony or Application for Annulment
Patrick Miral, ext. 310
p.miral@sttheresa.cc

Principal—Melissa Ilski ext. 320
melissa.ilski@sttheresa.cc

Director of Music
David San Miguel, ext. 311
d.sanmiguel@sttheresa.cc
Director of Adult Education / Hospitality
Ginger Tamborello, ext. 306
g.tamborello@sttheresa.cc
Faith Formation / Youth Ministry
Janice Berger, ext. 335
j.berger@sttheresa.cc
Development Director
Enrique Benitez, ext. 315
e.benitez@sttheresa.cc
Capital Campaign
Johanna Bransford, ext. 309
j.bransford@sttheresa.cc
Finance
David Mendel, ext. 343
david.mendel@sttheresa.cc
Yen Fite, ext. 329
yen.fite@sttheresa.cc
Nancy Loncarich, ext. 334
nancy.loncarich@sttheresa.cc
Receptionist/Clerical Assistant, Parish
Deandra Mackey, ext. 301
d.mackey@sttheresa.cc
Mary Ann Virgilio, ext. 301
maryann.virgilio@sttheresa.cc
Bulletin Inquires and Submissions
Veronica Benitez, ext. 333
stccbulletin@sttheresa.cc

Administrative Assistant, School
Rhonda Lastovica, ext. 321
r.lastovica@sttheresa.cc
Director of Admissions, School & ECC
Kelly McCarty, ext. 314
k.mccarty@sttheresa.cc
Early Childhood Center
www.facebook.com/sttheresaecc
Director—Cindy Clements, ext. 338
c.clements@sttheresa.cc
Alumni Relations
www.facebook.com/
AlumniStTheresaMemorialPark
Traci Bocock
t.bocock@sttheresa.cc
Maintenance Manager
Andras Bandi, ext. 302
andras.bandi@sttheresa.cc

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m.
(Spanish), 5:30 p.m.
Daily Mass: Monday—Friday at 7 a.m.,
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Holy Day Masses: 7 a.m., 12:10 p.m., and
6:30 p.m.
Office Hours:
Monday –Thursday: 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00—1:00 p.m.

