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GOD LOVES  A CHEERFUL GIVER  

From All Saints to  

Wandering Spirits  

ñ The History of Halloween  
 
òShould I let my child go to that 

haunted house?ó òShould our parish 

school celebrate Halloween, or 

should we focus on All Saints?ó  

òShould we really decorate for a 

feast with pagan roots?ó 

 
 

H 
alloween or All Saintsô Day? 
Weôre entering into a slowly 
ramping holiday season. People 

of faith may experience tension be-
tween the secular atmosphere and the 
Catholic feasts at their origin. As Hal-
loween approaches, you may be won-
dering the best way to cele-
brate in a way that builds 
community and honors our 
faith traditions. 
 

Halloween and All Saintsô 
Day are closely connected, at 
least in history. In the 800s, 
the Catholic Church began 
celebrating a feast celebrating all saints 
together. It was ð and still is ða holy 
day of obligation.  
 

Remember how we say ñhallowed be 
thy nameò in the Hail Mary? Hallowed 
is another word for holy. The feast of 
All Saints was originally called All 
Hallowôs Day or Hallowmas. In the 
tradition of the Church, we often begin 
celebrating major feasts the night be-
fore. We can see this most prominently 
at the Easter Vigil. A celebration for 
the saints began early as well on All 
Hallowsô Eve. 
 

If Halloween is really about the saints 
in all their victorious glory, where do 
we get haunted houses, costumes, and 
pranks? All Saintsô Day became associ-
ated with the other deceased rather 
quickly. November 2nd is All Soulsô 
Day, where Catholics the world over 
pray for the souls in purgatory. 

Throughout the European world, espe-
cially the Celtic and Germanic peoples, 
the dead were honored in the autumn 
months. The Celtic pagan celebration 
of Samhain had its own folk rituals and 
occurred around the same time as these 
Catholic feast days. In the British Isles, 
some of these traditions became incor-
porated into broader festivities.  
 

Within the last few hundred years, this 
included dressing in disguise and going 
door to door, asking for food in ex-
change for a rhyme or poem. Some 
people masqueraded as dark spirits and 
pulled pranks on others. With the large 
number of English and Irish immi-
grants in America, itôs no wonder All 
Hallowsô Eve has taken on a certain 
tone! 
 

How Can We Celebrate? 
Some Christians may want 
to boycott Halloween due 
to some pagan connections. 
There are plenty of rea-
sons not to skip Hallow-
een entirely . Most im-
portantly ð this feast was 
Catholic first! 

 

Of course, we teach by the behavior we 
model. What we choose to emphasize 
and celebrate teaches children what to 
prioritize. Thereôs nothing wrong with 
having a Halloween party! But the next 
day on All Saints, does it feel like 
youôve barely squeezed in the celebra-
tion of the Mass?  
 

Consider honoring the saints this year 
instead! Avoid sensationalizing death, 
especially with the young. Halloween 
isnôt a time to be frightened! We re-
joice in hope that ð because of Je-
susð we, too, can hope to be counted 
among the saints! Death isnôt some-
thing to fear. 
  

Halloween isnôt something to avoid, 
but instead something to celebrate!  

ñVibrant Parish Toolkit: Catholic Tips for Halloween.ò LPi, 17 Oct. 2018, 4lpi.com/blog/catholic-tips-for-
halloween/.  

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/what-are-the-holy-days-of-obligation
https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/what-are-the-holy-days-of-obligation
https://www.thoughtco.com/should-catholics-celebrate-halloween-542788
https://www.thoughtco.com/should-catholics-celebrate-halloween-542788
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/its-time-for-catholics-to-embrace-halloween/2133/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/its-time-for-catholics-to-embrace-halloween/2133/
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IGNITE 

òOur Faith, Our Mission,ó the capital campaign for the Arch-

diocese of Galveston -Houston will relaunch in the fall of 

2018. In the fall of 2016, St. Theresa was given permission to 

run a capital campaign. At that same time, we were grant-

ed permission to add the Archdiocesan goal for our parish 

to our campaign goal, so that brought our total goal to the 

$12.1 million.  

 

In the next few weeks, you may hear about the Archdioce-

san campaign and may even receive information by mail. 

Please understand that if you have given to our campaign 

you have in turn already given to the Archdiocesan cam-

paign.  

 

Of course, if you wish to contribute to our campaign, we 

always need you.  

 

Please contact Johanna Bransford at 

j.bransford@sttheresa.cc ,  

Suzy Tuety at s.tuety@sttheresa.cc  or  

you may call the church office at 713-869-3783. 

Capital Campaign  

Online Giving  

¶ To make your gift online visit:  

   https://secure.qgiv.com/for/capitacampa  or 

visit our website and select Capital Campaign 

  under the Giving tab.  
 

¶ We now have E -checks! You can set your 

pledges or make donations online using your 

checking account.  

Use the QR Code  
for easy   

online access. 

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/capitacampa
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Fall Schedule 
 

Children's Liturgy of the Word takes 
place during the 10 A.M. Mass  

on select Sundays.    
Children are dismissed before the 
Liturgy of the Word and gather for 
"Children's Liturgy of the Word"  

in the School office  
(next to the Gym).  

Afterwards the children return to 
Mass before  

Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нуΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муΣ ŀƴŘ 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нр 

St. Theresa  
Early Childhood  
Center 

STECC is now accepting  

applications for the  

òGreen Roomó - 

Ages 15 months to 23 months.  
Only one space available!  

This space is for a toddler  

that is walking and  

it is available immediately.  

Contact Kelly McCarty  
Director of Admissions  

at  kmccarty@sttheresa.cc   

for more information.  

mailto:c.clements@sttheresa.cc
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Fellowship Hall 


